THE MAN I KNEW

Shortly after Douglas returned to France he received a
number of French journalists who had been on a tour
through the British lines. They were very delighted with
their visit, and thanked Douglas for the very cordial way in
which they had been received everywhere by the British.
Douglas pointed out the importance of their doing all in
their power to unite the French and British, as it was only
by the united efforts of the two peoples that the war would
be won. They thoroughly agreed and left him with their
minds made up to tell the people of France of the great
efforts that the British troops were making.

During May there were minor attacks and counter-
attacks by both sides all up and down the line. Douglas
was anxious to continue making raids so as to gain in-
formation and to prevent the enemy knowing what his
intentions were. The Germans, on the other hand, appeared
to be becoming suspicious and several fierce and well-
prepared attacks accompanied by the use of gas were
made. The fighting at Verdun had quietened down very
considerably, and the French were beginning to launch
counter-attacks there just to show, as Joffre told Douglas,
that they were far from being beaten or disheartened by
the losses they had sustained in the earlier part of the
battle 1

Towards the end of the month General Joffre came to
Douglas's headquarters to discuss the situation. Douglas
would have liked to wait until possibly the middle of August
before starting the combined offensive for which they were
preparing. This would have enabled him to have all his
divisions and units at full strength with no fear of being
short of reserves, and the troops would have more time to
become thoroughly trained. General Joffre, however, was
afraid that if the attack was postponed till such a late date
he would have very few of his army left, so Douglas agreed
to commence operations on or about the ist of July. He